Business Done by Railroad in Pella, Iowa, 1873
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"History of Marion County, Iowa," Marion County Genealogical Society, October 1975.
Title: Business Done by Railroad in Pella, Iowa, 1873
Description: This chart from 1873 shows commodities shipped to and from Pella, Iowa. The information was collected and published by the Marion County Genealogical Society in 1975. 
Question: If you were to categorize this list of shipments, what would the category headings be? How did having access to railroad provide trade opportunities for the people in and around Pella, Iowa? 


Freight Traffic by Commodities from Union Pacific Annual Reports, 1922 and 1931 
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1922: "Twenty-Sixth Annual Report," Union Pacific Railroad Company, 1923. Courtesy of Union Pacific Railroad Company Museum 
1931: "Thirty-Fifth Annual Report," Union Pacific Railroad Company, 1932. Courtesy of Union Pacific Railroad Company Museum

Title: Freight Traffic by Commodities from Union Pacific Annual Reports, 1922 and 1931
Description: These two charts show the total freight traffic by commodities for the Union Pacific Railroad Company in 1922 and 1931. These annual reports included commodities such as lumber, sugar and iron ore. 
Question: Which commodities increased from 1922 to 1931? Which decreased? These annual reports tell totals from all over the United States. Based on what you know, which commodities could have originated in Iowa?


Iowa Grain Facilities Rail Map, July 1, 2016
[image: Iowa Grain Facilities Rail Map]
Courtesy of the Iowa Department of Transportation, 1 July 2016.

Title: Iowa Grain Facilities Rail Map, July 1, 2016
Description: This map shows the grain facilities across the state in relation to the railways as of July 1, 2016. The map also shows the grain facilities' hopper car capacity across Iowa.
Question: Which areas of the state have more grain distribution locations? Why do you think this is the case? How would having close access to grain distribution locations help farmers or manufacturers?



[image: Infographic explaining how much of one commodity can fit in a single freight car.]What Fits in a Rail Car? Infographic, 2016Courtesy of Association of American Railroads, 2016.


Title: What Fits in a Rail Car? Infographic, 2016
Description: The infographic from the Association of American Railroads shows what can fit in one freight rail car. A quick look at the graphic shows such commodities such as coal, ammonia, lumber, corn, grain and oil. 
Question: Why do you think the American Association of Railroads highlighted these materials for their infographic?



Farmers Load Potatoes onto Trian, 1903
[image: ]
Courtesy of State Historical Society of Iowa, Ralston, Samuel, 1903

Title: Farmers Load Potatoes onto Trian, 1903
Description: Residents of Iowa brought wagons full of potatoes to the train depot in Lacona, Iowa. The potatoes were loaded onto a Chicago, Burlington & Quincy railcar in the fall of 1903.
Question: Most people think of Iowa farmers raising corn and soybeans today. What commodity did these farmers load onto the rail car? What could this tell us about how the commodities that Iowa farmers produce change over time?


Pacific Fruit Express, Date Unknown
[image: Man loading fruit onto refrigerated rail car. ]
Courtesy Union Pacific Railroad Company Museum, Date Unknown.
Title: Pacific Fruit Express, Date Unknown 
Description: The photo shows a young man loading fruit from a delivery truck onto rail car. Also known as the Pacific Fruit Express, this train car belonged to an American railroad refrigerator car leasing company that at one point was the largest refrigerator car operator in the world. The company was founded in late 1906 as a joint venture between the Union Pacific Railroad Company and the Southern Pacific railroads.
Question: How did access to refrigeration change trade for perishable items such as meat, cheese and produce? Infer how that may affect people and society both positively and negatively. How were goods transported between producers and consumers before the railroad? Predict how changes in transportation methods benefitted the consumer. The producer? Who would be negatively impacted by these changes?
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630 HISTORY OF MARION COUNTY.
1880,

Mayor—H. M. McCully. Olerk—J. H. Stabenrauch. Treasurer
Overkamp.  Marshal—A. Synhorst.

It has already been scen that the first town plat of Pella had been sqy,
veyod, a fow buildings had been erceted, a postoffico established and o
f to 1850; that in 1855 the toys

or o business houses located there P
‘was Tocorporuted and there were seven
‘portion of the town its growth was eontinous and rapid, but its
2nd prosperity have been most marked since the completion of th
Moines Valley Railroad, which fortunately for Pella passed throngly
town before uny of its rivals hud any rond, and by reason of which it

came theonly ahipping oint in Marin county, and in T years bocy

the chief trading point for a largo and productive region of country.

Des Moines Valley Railroad waa completed to Eddyville at the county lins.

between Wapello and Mabaska counties in 1861 where the terminus of
Toad continued to_ be until 1866 when it was completcd to Des M

From 1866 till 1875 Pella enjoyed remarkable advantages which were it

‘proved to the fullest extent. By the completion of two-other lines of

road through Marion county, Pella has lost a portion of its trade and as g
shipping point i not o place of as much importance a3 ormery.  Thoy

i b seen that it has fallen of
According to the
‘of 1875 it then had a popalation of 2,536, while it 1880 it was b

il
som
censt
92,435, By comparing the amount of shipments for the year 1873 with
shipments during the last
there has been a falling off.

ess activity it wil
five years in_populatio

a place of great b
Far durisg tho

Business dona by railroad at Pella during the year 1873, pounds:

11 cars of horses

Cere. 220000
143 cars of cattle. ...

2,516,000
784,000
166,000
955
115,195
86095
s 53770
L asaas0
120,000
4,659,135
1093960
16730
1,982,905
20,000

Il s40m0
g
09,445

L sTam
306,570

Stone and brick . B
Agrienltaral implemonts.

Egmn od butter
ousehold goods..
Merchandise.

‘months of the year 1879, it will be scen thay

LAKE PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP. 631
Money realized by the railroad on above freight, $40,739.85; money re-
L eived by the railrond for freight delivered at Pella, $53,930.91; money re-
ceived for tickets sold during the year, $16,860.65; total, $110,361.31.
Shipments from Pella during siz months ending November 30, 1879

Oats. 167 car loads.
Corn. 85« «

Wheat. A 5« w
utter and oggs. 40« o«
Potatoes 183 « o«
Hogs. . 146« o«
Rock.... .. u s
Merchandice. .. ... (Bt

Household goods. [T

This temporary check which has been given to the growth of the city s
searcely noticeable except in the statistics of the place, and surrounded as

is by o fortile 4oountey and buving tributary 0 it do s  populaton
of industrions and thrifty people it must ever remain a place of consider-
ble commercial importance.

Dustxass movses.

Thero ot prest two oxlaivs dry.goods tares. The propritars of
these stores are J. 5. Baker and L. Bach.
There are eleven stores of general merchandise with the following named
proprictors: G. F. Stegeman, G. Thomassen, William Slob, Kraideuier
Brothers, Beard & Scholte, I de Booy, C. Riynsburger, B.' G. Bowen,
John Dylksta, B. 1. van Spunckoren nd Join Gaass
Ther are six firms which deal oxclusively in groceries, two hardware
ores, two dealers,in stoves and tinware, three harness-shope, two farniture
ores, three firms which deal exclusively in boots and shoes, the number of
ealers in drugs and books is four.
‘There are threo firms dealing in grain, two banks, two lumber yards, two
st mills, two woolen mills, one livery stable, two elevators, five hotels, six
loons, three weekly newspapers and two monthlies.
"Among the other enterprises not strictly business may be mentioned:
One university, three public school buildings, and twelve churches, There
o fifteen ministers, ten physicians, five lawyers, twenty-five teachers and
hundred college students.

This popular institution of learning s under the control of the Baptist
Ohureh and was founded in 1855, The callege bailding is situated i the
midst of ample grounds in the southwest part of the city. ' It furnishes
excellont, advantagos for the higher education of both sexes, and many
annaally avail themeelves of the advantages here afforded. The instructors
are persons of experience and sbilty, the accommodations are smple and
the focation is a healtby one.
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